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* We ask that this copyrighted informaon be referred to as the Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.
By:
DURHAM, NH – Nine in ten describe New Hampshire as an excelent or good place to live overal and nearly al New Hampshire residents
feel safe in their neighborhood. Most highly rate their local environment, recreaonal opportunies, and health care facilies. However,
nearly half of Granite Staters and an even greater number of young people say there are few local affordable housing opons and say the
state is not affordable overal. A quarter of state residents say they are likely to leave New Hampshire in the next five years, including
more than half under the age of thirty-five, with many cing a different climate and cheaper living as reasons for leaving.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. One thousand
seven hundred and ninety-four (1,794) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between July 15 and July 19, 2021. The
margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.3 percent. Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state
to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon
levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and 2020 elecon results in NH. Granite State Panel members are recruited from
randomly-selected landline and cel phone numbers across New Hampshire and surveys are sent periodicaly to panel members.
Quality of Life in Local Area
Four in five (80%) New Hampshire residents describe their local environment as excelent (23%) or good (57%), while three-quarters or
more describe the hospitals and other health care locaons (77%) and the parks and recreaonal opons (75%) in their local area as
excelent or good. Sixty-two percent describe the entertainment and dining opons in their area as excelent or good while 56% describe
the public educaon system as excelent or good. However, only 8% of Granite Staters say that affordable housing opons in their local
area are excelent or good, and 49% describe the affordable housing opons in their area as poor.
Conneccut Valey residents are parcularly likely to rate their local environment, health care facilies, and recreaon opons highly.
Seacoast residents are more likely than others to rate their dining and entertainment highly while Massachuses Border residents are
most likely to rate their public educaon system highly.
Quality in Local Area - July 2021
The local environment















Excelent Good Fair Poor Don't know/Not sure
More than three-quarters (77%) of New Hampshire residents say they feel very safe in their neighborhood, 22% feel somewhat safe, 1%
feel not very safe, and less than 1% are unsure. North Country and Massachuses Border residents are most likely to say they feel very
safe while Conneccut Valey and Manchester Area residents are least likely to say so.
Overal, 28% of Granite Staters describe their city or town as an excelent place to live, while 48% describe it as a good place to live. Just
under a quarter (23%) describe their city or town as a fair place to live, while 1% describe it as poor.
Republicans (83%) and Independents (79%) are more likely than Democrats (68%) to say their city or town is an excelent or good place
to live, and those with a household income of $150,000 or more (92%) are more likely to say this than those with an income between
$75,000 and $99,999 (63%) or between $100,000 and $149,999 (61%). By region, Conneccut Valey (92%) residents are most likely to
describe their city or town as an excelent or good place to live overal, while those in the Central/Lakes Region (70%) and the
Manchester Area (70%) are least likely to say so.
There are significant differences between residents of different ages: 92% of Granite Staters aged 65 and older describe their city or town
























Only 7% of New Hampshire residents describe New Hampshire overal as a very affordable place to live while 48% describe it as a
somewhat affordable place to live. Nearly one-third (32%) of Granite Staters describe New Hampshire as not very affordable, 12%
describe it as not at al affordable, and 1% are unsure.
Republicans (65%) are more likely than Democrats (48%) and Independents (45%) to describe New Hampshire as a very or somewhat
affordable place to live. In addion, respondents aged 18 to 34 (42%) and those with a household income of $150,000 or more (36%) are
a good deal less likely than older state residents and those with lower incomes to find the state to be an affordable place to live.
Only 5% of Granite Staters believe that the overal state taxes they pay are too low (5%) or much too low (1%), 29% say the amount of
state taxes they pay is too high (20%) or much too high (9%). A plurality (42%) of state residents think they pay about the right amount in
state taxes while 23% don't know or say the queson is not applicable.
Self-described moderates, North Country and Central/Lakes Region residents, and those with a household income between $75,000 and























Overal Affordability - New Hampshire - July 2021
Too low
Much too low








Not at al affordable
Don't know/Not sure
Overal, 37% of Granite Staters describe New Hampshire as an excelent place to live, while 52% describe it as a good place to live. Only
11% describe New Hampshire as a fair place to live, while 1% describe it as poor.
Republicans (99%) and Independents (91%) are more likely than Democrats (77%) to say New Hampshire is an excelent or good place to
live overal. Nearly al respondents aged 65 and older (96%), 50 to 64 (94%), and 35 to 49 (96%) say that New Hampshire is an excelent or















Overal Place to Live - New Hampshire - July 2021
Chances of Leaving New Hampshire
More than a quarter (27%) of New Hampshire residents say they are very (9%) or somewhat (18%) likely to move outside of New
Hampshire within the next five years, while 71% are not very (25%) or not at al (46%) likely to move outside New Hampshire in that me
and 2% are unsure.
Self-idenfied Democrats (33%), men (36%), Central/Lakes Region (35%) and Massachuses Border (40%) residents, and those with a
household income between $100,000 and $149,999 (42%) are more likely than others to say they are very or somewhat likely to leave
the state in the next five years. The biggest difference is based on age: more than half (55%) of those aged 18 to 34 say they are very or



















Not at al likely
Don't know/Not sure
Likelihood of Leaving New Hampshire in Next Five Years - July 2021
Among those who say they are very or somewhat likely to move outside of New Hampshire in the next five years (N=244), nearly half say
they are likely to move because they want to have cheaper housing or a lower cost of living (46%) or a different climate (44%) while 37%
say they want a new adventure or more excitement. Twenty-two percent say they are likely to move to start a new job and 15% say they
are likely to move because of rerement, while less than 10% say they are likely to move due to going to school (8%), because they would
be moving with a spouse or significant other (8%), or to move closer to friends (8%) or family (7%).
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Why Likely to Leave New Hampshire in Next Five Years (Select al that apply) - July 2021
When asked where they would be most likely to move if they le New Hampshire, just over a quarter (27%) of Granite Staters say they
would move somewhere in the South or U.S. Caribbean territories, 20% say they would most likely move to Maine, 14% would move to
the West or Pacific region, 13% would move to Massachuses, 9% would move to Vermont, 7% would move outside of the U.S., 5%
would move to the Midwest, 2% each would move to Rhode Island or to the Mid-Atlanc region, and 1% would move to Conneccut.
Granite Staters aged 18 to 34 are more likely than others to say they would be most likely to move to Massachuses, those aged 35 to 49
are more likely to say they would move to Maine, and those aged 50 and older are more likely to say they would move to the South &
Caribbean Territories.
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Granite State Pol Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. One thousand
seven hundred and ninety-four (1,794) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between July 15 and July 19, 2021.
The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.3 percent. These MSE's have not been adjusted for design effect. The response rate
for the July 2021 Granite State Pol is 28%. The design effect for the survey is 2.9%.
Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community
Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and to
2020 elecon results in New Hampshire.
The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Approximately 6,250 New Hampshire adults were recruited from randomly
selected landline and cel phone numbers to parcipate in the panel. Panelists are then asked to parcipate in online surveys sponsored
by the UNH Survey Center.
The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesons. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%.
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July 2021 Granite State Pol Demographics
Quality in Local Area - The local environment
Overal, how would you rate the quality of the folowing things in your local area? The local environment
N
906
Excelent Good Fair Poor Don't know/Not sure
July 2021 1%1%18%57%23%
Quality in Local Area - Parks and recreaonal opons
Overal, how would you rate the quality of the folowing things in your local area? Parks and recreaonal opons
N
906
Excelent Good Fair Poor Don't know/Not sure
July 2021 3%7%15%50%25%
Quality in Local Area - Entertainment and dining opons
Overal, how would you rate the quality of the folowing things in your local area? Entertainment and dining opons




Quality in Local Area - Affordable housing
Overal, how would you rate the quality of the folowing things in your local area? Affordable housing




Quality in Local Area - The public educaon system
Overal, how would you rate the quality of the folowing things in your local area? The public educaon system
N
907
Excelent Good Fair Poor Don't know/Not sure
July 2021 9%10%25%46%10%
Quality in Local Area - Hospitals and other health care locaons
Overal, how would you rate the quality of the folowing things in your local area? Hospitals and other health care locaons
N
907
Excelent Good Fair Poor Don't know/Not sure
July 2021 2%7%14%55%22%
Feelings of Safety in Neighborhood
Generaly speaking, how safe do you feel in your neighborhood?
N
903




Very affordable Somewhat affordable Not very affordable Not at al affordable Don't know/Not sure
July 2021 1%12%32%48%7%
Percepon of Overal State Taxes Paid
Overal, how sasfied do you feel with the amount of state taxes you pay?
Much too high Too high
About the right




Likelihood of Leaving New Hampshire in Next Five Years
How likely are you to move outside the state of New Hampshire in the next five years?




Overal Place to Live - Your Town/City
How would you rate your town or city as a place to live?
N
905
Excelent Good Fair Poor
July 2021 1%23%48%28%
Overal Place to Live - New Hampshire
Overal, how would you rate New Hampshire as a place to live?
N
905
Excelent Good Fair Poor
July 2021 1%11%52%37%
Overal Affordability - New Hampshire
Overal, how affordable would you rate New Hampshire as a place to live?
Why Likely to Leave New Hampshire in Next Five Years






























July 2021 46% 8% 7% 8% 8% 37% 15% 22% 44%
Where Most Likely to Move if Le New Hampshire
If you were to move outside of New Hampshire, where would you most likely move?
N
897




Territories West & Pacific Rhode Island Vermont
July 2021 9%2%14%27%7%
Excelent Good Fair Poor
Don't know/Not
sure
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Quality in Local Area - The local environment
Excelent Good Fair Poor
Don't know/Not
sure
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Quality in Local Area - Parks and recreaonal opons
Excelent Good Fair Poor
Don't know/Not
sure
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Quality in Local Area - Entertainment and dining opons
Excelent Good Fair Poor
Don't know/Not
sure
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Quality in Local Area - The public educaon system
Excelent Good Fair Poor
Don't know/Not
sure





























































Voted for other 2020 candidate




























































































































































































































































Quality in Local Area - Hospitals and other health care locaons
Excelent Good Fair Poor
Don't know/Not
sure
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Quality in Local Area - Affordable housing
Very safe Somewhat safe Not very safe Don't know/Not sure
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Feelings of Safety in Neighborhood
Excelent Good Fair Poor





























































Voted for other 2020 candidate



















































































































































































































Overal Place to Live - Your Town/City
Much too high Too high
About the right
amount Too low Much too low
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Overal Affordability - New Hampshire
Excelent Good Fair Poor
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Overal Place to Live - New Hampshire
Very likely Somewhat likely Not very likely Not at al likely
Don't know/Not
sure
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Likelihood of Leaving New Hampshire in Next Five Years
Cheaper housing
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Retirement Starting a new job
Want a different
climate
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Why Likely to Leave New Hampshire in Next Five Years
Mid-Atlantic Midwest Connecticut Maine Massachusetts
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West & Pacific Rhode Island Vermont
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Where Most Likely to Move if Le New Hampshire
